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HERITAGE COLLEGE FUN RUN 
Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.51 pm]: On Saturday I attended the Heritage College Fun Run, a four-
kilometre run and walk, and a 12-kilometre run. Heritage College is a small school, and by small I mean really 
quite small—it currently has approximately 93 students, from kindy to year 12. For a school of 93, it managed to 
get a total of 174 participants in the fun run. Talk about punching above your weight! 

The event was a fun day with a dress-up, a sausage sizzle and a raffle to which I donated a bike. I would like to 
again congratulate Lucas Derecki on his win; his parents, Jay and Ness, were really thrilled and it topped off a 
great day. I want to make special mention of Steve Higgs, the principal of the school, who set a fine example by 
running his hardest and was seen struggling for breath half an hour after finishing! I would like to thank Melanie 
Skipper, president of Parents and Friends, who was one of the key organisers of the event, and also John and 
Rebecca Schifferli, committee members of Parents and Friends, who also worked well above and beyond the call 
of duty. 

Paul Chapman was the race coordinator and, I understand, not a bad triathlete in his own right. He volunteered to 
coordinate the day and pulled it off without a flaw. There was a spectacular effort by one of the parents, Gavin 
Chester, who ran the 12-kilometre race in just under 48 minutes and only just beat his son, a year 9 Heritage 
College student, Toby, who completed it in 50 minutes. I bet Toby beats him next year! The fastest girl, Alex 
Boehm, also completed the 12-kilometre run in 50 minutes, showing that the girls can keep up with the boys. It 
was a fabulous day and the committee raised more than $20 000—an absolutely spectacular effort. 
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